„F 

MURMURIN G. 
| Preach'd at 

The, Ass IZ Es, at St. Mary's 
Nottingham, Aug. 14. 1715. 

Before the Right Honourable the Lord 
Chief Baron DO DD, and Mr. Juſtice ; 
TT 4, . 

r 8 4 
By SAMUEL BERDMORE, M.A. | | 

Vicar of St. Mary's Nottingham, and Prebendary 5 

of Southwell. 1 l 

— — 4 

Publiſh'd at the Requeſt of the High Sheriff, and 1 

the Gentlemen of the Grand Jury. 


LONDON: 


minted by J. D ARE for WIL LIM WARP Book- 
ſeller” in Norting ham, and T. VI RN AM and 
J Oss ox at the Oxford- Arms in Lombard. ſtreet, 
M. DCC. XV. | x \ 
Ns Price Three Pence. 


. 


r OP Wn Sr at Co, 


2 


To the Right Worſhiptul 


| 70HN COLLIN, Eſq; 


High Sheriff of the County of 


5 NMottingham; 


AND TO 


Sir Fran. Molyneux, Bar. 
St. Andrew Thor nag h Eſq 
John Emmerton Eſq; 
Joſeph Melliſh Eſq; 
Thomas Hewet Eſq; 
Munday Maſters Eſq; 
Jonathan Acklam Elo: 
Leonard Pinckney Eſq; 


Iſaac Right Eſq; 


| 


William Hallowes Eſq; 
John Nevill Gent. 
Thomas Trigg Gent. 
Robert Fillingham Gent. 
Robert Chappel Gent. 
Richard Brough Gent. 
Anthony Clarkſon Gent. 


Thomas S eawell Gent. 


Gentlemen of the Grands; 


This SERMON, 


publiſh'd at their 


Requeſt, is moſt humbly Dedicated. 


A 2 


3 


—— 


_ 


Nc Ih 


3 


70 
es 


ET Leeb 


v , 
OS 2 CF ID T7 8 Fr? ip — 
SI LODI Noe NCC 0e 
£ . * — Fl — * 4 — 7 — 
0 - — * - 
7 — „ 
5 ON 
3 pe * aa »N - 
* - $ * l 
_ 5 ” * 
8 þ 4 


e 


8d }->L 6d F-4-. 


2 5 : 7 1 * © x Xo 
S 9. * 
eee 


N 55 
Kitt f 
F 

Neither murmur he, as ſome of them alſo 
S murmur d, and were deſtroy d of the De- 
Fecher. 1 | . 


| to the Context for the Explana- 
tion of them, any further than to 


| Portion of Scripture which you have heard 


Counſel, by putting them in mind of the Pu- 
Wiiſhmenr inflicted by God upon their Fore- 
Withers for the like Impieties. 

The Sin that they are particularly warn'd 
ſgainſt in my Text, is Murmuring : and this (as 
8 generally concluded) was occaſion'd by the 


hriſtian Faith; tho Lheodoret aſſigns another 
eon for it, viz. Becauſe ſome of them had 
.d only inferiour Gifts. 


But 
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HE Words of my Text being an 
entire Sentence, I need not recur 


obſerve, that the Apoſtle, in this 


ead in the Epiſtle for this Day, dehorts the 
W(rinthians from ſeveral Sins, and enforces his 


perſecutions they were expos'd to for the 
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6 4 SERMON reachd at 
But whatever was the Cauſe, this Fault we 


find taken notice of by others of the Apoſtles, 
as well as by St. Paul. In the 16th Verſe of 


St. Jude's Epiſtle, he ſpeaks of ſome, who were 


Murmurers, Complainers, walking after their own Þ 
Luſts, having Mens Perſons in Admiration, be. 
cauſe of Advantage. And how much, this un. 
happy Humour prevails among us, is too well 
known; it has appear'd in very fad and lamen- 
table Effects, 23 ſeems plainly to threaten its 
own Puniſhment, if we are not wiſe enough to 
prevent it before it be too late. [1 
My Purpoſe at this time is to do what jn me 
lies nh it, by preſſing this moſt a 
Advice of the Apoſtle; Veither murmur ye, u 
ſome of them alſo murmur d, and were deſtroy d . 
the Deſtroyer. 3 ; 
The Perſons here refer'd to, were the 1/aelite:}] 
of old, who were very prone to this Sin, very 
apt to murmur againſt God, and againſt My 


and Aaron, whom God had appointed over 


them; as we read at large in the Hiſtory of that] 
People: particularly in the x4th and 16th 
Chapters of Numbers, where we have allo an 
Account of their Puniſhment ; which the Apo- 
{tle here expreſſes, by being deſtroyed of the Do. 
ſtroyer, or the deſtroying Angel. By which 1$ 
meant any Judgment, whereby God thinks fit 
to execute his Wrath againſt a ſinful People: 
for we read of ſeveral ways by which he puy 
niſh'd this Sin in the 1/raelites ; once by Fire, % 
in the 11th of Numbers; and again by a Plagual 
Chap. 14. 37. and again, Chap. 16. 49. by _ 


the Aſſizes at Nottingham. 7 
we Plague, of which there died fourteen Thouſand 
les Þ and ſever Hundred. Nor had the Deſtruction 
of ſtopt here (ſays the Context) had not Moſes * 
cre and Aaron interceded with God, and made A- 
vm; tonement for them. | | | _ 

;. Now ſince theſe things, as the Apoſtle tells 
un. us, happend to them for Enſamples, and are writ- 
rell ten for our Admonition; let us hear, and fear, 
cn- and do no more preſumptuouſly : which is agree- 
its able to the Apoſtle's own Concluſion, in a 
verſe or two after my Text; Wherefore let him 
lat thinketh he flands, take heed leſt he fall. 
For which End, I ſhall take occaſion, 


Firſt, To conſider the Nature of this Sin of 
Murmuring, and wherein it conſiſts. _ 

Secondly, To ſhow the Evil of jt. And, 

Thirdly, To offer at ſome Conſiderations to 
diſſuade Men from it. > 


Firſt, For the Nature of this Sin. The 
ſhorreſt and plaineſt Deſcription thar I can give 
of it, is, That it is a Diſſatisfaction and Uneaſi- 
nels of Mind, which makes Men repine and 
complain of their preſent Condition; and this 
may happen either in our private or our pub- 
lick Affairs. : os 

1ſt, This, in our private Concerns, is op- 
poſite to that Meekneſs and Submiſſion which 
the Scripture, and eſpecially the New Teſta- 
ment, eyery where requires of us. Patience 
and Contentment are the Cardinal Virtues of 
the Chriſtian Religion; and there ſeems nothing 
3 . more 1 
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more unſutable to the Spirit of the . oi than 


this Sin of Murmuring. It is a Leſſon every 


where preſs'd upon Chriſtians, not to repine 


even under any of the Evil of this Life, but to 
be patient in Tribulations, and Afflictions, and 
eee for the ſake of Chriſt, This was 


fully exemplify'd in the Life and Practice of 


Chriſt Jeſus, rhe Captain of our Salyation, and 
of his Apoſtles after him; and we find. them 
always very earneſt in exhorting Chriſtians 
herein more eſpecially to follow their Steps. This, 
as I before obſerv'd, ſeems to be the very Sin of 
the Corinthians that the Apoſtle in my Text 
oints at. ES. i 

But this Sin of Murmuring has yet greater 
Aggravations, when the very Mercies of God 
are turn d into Occaſions of Complaint; when 
Men grow wanton even with their Happineſs, 
and ſurfeit upon Eaſe and Plenty. This Was 
the Caſe of the 1/raelites; they deſpis'd their 
prefent Bleſſings, and, as the Prophet com- 


plains, when they wax d fat, they kick'd, They | 
made little account of the great Mercies they 


liv'd under; and every little Diſaſter, or even 
the Appearance of it, made them. break out in- 


ro Murmuring and Complaints. When God 
gave them Meat from Heaven, they were diſſa- 


risfy'd with it, and uſted after the Garlick and 
Hleſh-Pots of Egypt. This is elegantly ſet forth 
by the Pſalmiſt in the 78th Pſalm, They tempted 
God in the Deſart, and requir'd Meat 175 their 
Laſts, &c. And herein God gratify'd them: So 
they did eat, and were fill d; he gave them their 
5 | ons 
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own Deſire, they were not diſappointed of their Luſt: 


But while the Meat was yet in their Mouths, the 
heavy Wrath of God came upon them, and flew the 
Wealthieſt of them, yea, and ſmote down the choſen 
Men that were in Iſrael. „ 
Nor was this Humour peculiar to that People: 
It was Origen's Comment upon this very Paſſage 


of Scripture : © It is common, ſays he, for Men 
« to murmur, if things don't fall out juſt as 
« they would have them; if the Weather be 
4 not fo ſeaſonable; or if the Years be not ſo 
| © fruitful as uſual; or if any thing happens 
© contrary to their Wiſhes and Expectations.” 


But this is a Temper very oppoſite to the Spi- 


nt of Chriſtianity. To murmur under AMic- 


tions is an Argument of the Weakneſs of our 


Faith, and is an Inſtance of Ingratitude to 
God, to whom we are at the fame time in- 
debted for many Mercies we enjoy; but to 
complain without any real Caule, becaule per- 


haps our Bleſſings are not fuch as we would 
chuſe, or becauſe they. are not ſo many or ſo 


great as we deſire, is monſtrouſly baſe and diſ- 


ingenuous: and yet how common a Fault is 


T this among Men? How apt is Pride, or Envy, 
or Covetouſneſs, to under-value the Enjoyments 
we haye, and to make us uneaſy and diſcon- 
Ttented for what we have not? It is from ſuch 


vile Principles that we ſee ſome Men diſſatisfy d 


amidſt the fulleſt Enjoyments, and, as it were, 
ſtarving in the midſt of Plenty: tho they have 
all the means of Happineſs, yet they cart feel 

I they are ſtill impatient for ſomething that 
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10 .ASERMON preachd at 
is out of their reach, or elſe are uneaſy to ſec 
others ſhare in the Bleſſings that they poſſeſs. 
This is a Sin no doubt very hateful to God; 
and beſides the Vengeance juſtly due to it in 
another World, it carries its own Puniſhment 
with it, even in this Life. wg 
Bur, 2aly, This Sin of murmuring appears 
ſometimes in our Publick Affairs; and thus i; 
imports a Diſſatisfaction under the, Adminiſtra- 
tion of our Governours. And here it is re- 
markable what the learned Biſhop Patrick ob- 
ſerves upon this Text, that the original Word 
yowiter, which is here tranſlated to nurmur, 
implies not only the inward Uneaſineſs of the 
Mind, but allo the outward Expreſſions of 
that diſcontented Humour in undutiful Words, 
and may be renderd, to grumble or mutter, 
by ſpeaking againſt ſuch Things and Perſons 
as we diflike, without juſt reaſon for it, or W 
upon light Cauſes. This was the very Sin of | 
the I/raelztes ; they murmur'd againſt Moſes and i 
Aaron, whom God had ſet over them: And n 
this was the more baſe in them, becauſe they WY a 
were juſt then deliver'd from their Egyptian WF 
Bondage, and God had made thoſe, very Per- IF C 
ſons, whom they were ſo ready to revile, the Hh 
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#Z Inſtruments of their Deliverance ; and it was Ft! 
. owing. to their Care and Concern, that they I is 
were not utterly deſtroy'd : ang yet this un- h 
gtateſul People, inſenſible of all theſe Obliga- m 
tions, murmur d againſt Moſes and Aaron: and Y hi 
we read, Numb. 14. 2, that the whole Con- FW 

ay gregation ſaid unto them, Would God we had 


died 


A 
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died in the Land of Eeypr;; or would God we 


| had dy'd in the Wilderneſs. So apt is this un- 
happy Ternper to carry Men to the greateſt 
Extravagancies! Whether thele Corinthians, to 


were guilty of this fort of murmuring, does 
not appear; it is very likely, that they mur- 
mack againſt the Apoſtles; but tis remarka- 
ble what Grotius oblerves of thoſe Murmurers 
and Complainers ſpoken of by St. Jude, that 
chey complain'd of the Government they liv'd 
under; which appears highly probable from 
| Þ the further Character of them in the eighth 
„Verſe of that Epiſtle, That they deſpiſed Domi- 


7 

ion, and ſpake evil of Dig nities. + 

fd But whatever was the Fault of thoſe Times, 
„ (Im forry J muſt fay it) the Behaviour of 
„ many among us at preſent, has too near a re- 


5 MF {mblance to that of the I/raelites. There are 
no People upon Earth (I may truly affirm it) 
baye greater reaſon to be eaſy and contented 
in this reſpect, than we have; none that are 
more happy in the Government we live under : 
and yet, alas! (I know not by what unhappy 


hear as many Complaints, as if we liv'd under 
the greateſt Hardſhips and Oppreſſions. This 
i ſurely a very great Fault, and what muſt be 
J "ighly provoking, that a People, who have ſo 
much cauſe to be thankful both to God and 
ns Vicegerents upon Earth, for the Happineſs 
we enjoy under them, ſhould fly in the Face of 
| Sr” both 


whom St. Paul gives the Advice of my. Text, 


Fate, in truth, it looks very like a Judgment of 
Cod upon us) we ſee as much Uneaſineſs, we 
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i2 ASERMON preachd at 
both in ſo baſe and ungrateful a manner. It is in- 
deed very like the Sin of the Iſraelites, I pray 
God it may not meet with the ſame Puniſhment. 


However, it concerns us all to do what we 


can toward the ſuppreſſing this evil Spirit that is 


gone out among us; it is ſurely our Duty, ours 
eſpecially who are the Miniſters of Chriſt, to 
do our parts to correct ſo unchriſtian a Practice: 
it is an Office rw aw ſuitable to our Profeſ. 

y becoming that Tenderneſs and 
Charity that we owe to the People committed 
to our Charge, in order to prevent their falling 
under ſeverer Methods, which the prevalence of 


this Sin muſt render abſolutely neceſſary. 


It is time for us to declare againſt a Sin that is 
become ſo common, I had almoſt faid faſhion- 
able; it is time to ſhew Men the Evil of it, 
when it is applauded by many as a Vertue, and W 
paſſes upon unwary Men, as an inſtance of Hos | 


neſty and Boldneſs in a good Cauſe. 


I ſhall therefore apply the remaining part of 
my Diſcourſe to this ſort of Murmuring, and | 


ſhall proceed, as I propos d, in the 


Second place, to lay before you the great Evil 
of it. And this will appear chiefly upon theſe 
three accounts: As it is moſt Uxreaſonable, Sin- 


ful, and Miſchievous. | 


1ſt, To murmur againſt our Governours, is 
certainly a very unreaſonable Practice; it is un. 
reaſonable, as it is a moſt unſuitable Return to 
their Care and Cencern for our Welfare. And 
indeed conſidering the Difficulties they muſt = 
7 taper 1 r 
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ways meet with in their Adminiſtration, ſome- 

times from unforeſeen Accidents, and often from 
che Perverſeneſs of Evil Men, it is very hard 
chat Men in private Stations ſhould be fo ready 

to cenſure and find fault with their Actions. 
& Bur this Humour is the more unreaſonable, be- 
| cauſe we are generally very incompetent Judges 
... of the things we are ſo forward to complain of. 
when we take upon us to judg of Publick Af. 
fas, or Publick Councils, we muſt do it ar 
& random ; we talk of ſuch things without certain 
& Kknowledg, and upon very flight grounds. We 


re often deceiv'd by falſe Accounts, even of 


the Actions of our Governours ; and are ſeldom 


bo well acquainted with the reaſon of their 
Counſels, as to be able to pals a right Judgment 
even of thoſe Facts that are before us. Many 


Circumſtances may be unknown to us, which 


, would quite alter the Caſe, and would perhaps 


diſcover a great deal of Wiſdom and Juſtice 
in things, which for want of ſuch inſight, we 
are ſo forward to condemn; in truth it is 
mere chance if we are not in the Wrong, even 
tho we are never ſo free from Prejudice and Par- 
tiality; which is very rarely the Temper of 
ſuch raſh 2 giddy Politicians. 

How caſy is it for cunning and deſigning Men 
to lead us into an ill Opinion of Perſons and 
Things, in order to make us Tools to ſerve their 
own private Intereſt or Ambition? We have ſeen 
ſo much of this, and have found our ſelves ſo of. 
ten. impos'd upon this way, that methinks we 
thould by this time be curd of this unhappy 
Humpur, ” here 
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+: Where indeed Grievances are plain and evi. 
dent, we can't but fee and feel them; but even 
in this caſe, it is not for private Men to fly 
in the Face of their Governours for every over. 


ſight and miſcarriage: if fo, what Govern. Þ 


ment can ſtand? Perfection is not to be ex. 


pected among Men, nor are the beſt of Go- Þ 
vernments, perhaps, free from Error. But when Þ 
Suſpicion and Jealouſy are the only foundation 
of Mens Complaints; when they talk of Dangers 
without any juſt ground for their Fears; when WM 
they charge their Governours with ill Deſigns, W 
even contrary to their moſt ſolemn Declara- W 
tions, and contrary to their conſtant Actions; 
what can be more baſe and unreaſonable? And 
yet (to our ſhame it muſt be ſaid) this is very 
much our caſe at preſent: What falſe Stories 
are continually nois'd about to poiſon Mens MW 
Minds? and how eaſily are they believ'd? How . 
buſy are Men grown in prying into the Faults 
of their Governours, and how induſtrious in ag- 
_ gravating every ſuppos'd Miſcarriage; making | 
no allowance for the Difficulties of their Sta- 
tion, nor indeed for their Infirmities, as they are 
Men? To ſuch a degree of Folly does Party- 
Zeal carry ſome Men, that as they can ſee no 
Faults in thoſe they are pleas'd to call their 


Friends, ſo neither will they allow any Vertue 
in thoſe they take upon them to diſlike ; bur ap- 
plaud and condemn at all adventures, without 
any other view, than as it may ſerve to promote 
the Intereſt or Credit of their Party. 
This ſort of dealing with one another, is very 


unrea- 
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en Þ unreaſonable ;, but when it reaches to our Go- 
fly Þ vernours, it is much more ſo, as their Perſons 
er. Þ and Characters are more facred, and as they are 
m. Nat a greater diſtance from us, and lefs within 
x. Þ the compaſs of our Knowledg. 2 
10. ⁊ah, This murmuring Humour, as it is very 
cn Þ unreaſonable, fo. is it very ſinful too. It is in- 
on ¶ deed a Tranſgreſſion of ſo many Chriſtian Duties 
ers Was few other Sins are 8 of, and is made 
en much more heinous by the Motives it proceeds 


ns, from. From whence has it its Original, but 

ra- W from Pride, Envy, Ambition, Revenge, Ingra- 
15; Wtitade, and a pragmatical buſy Humour, or ſome 
nd other ſuch odious quality ? Let Men pretend 
ry vbat they will, fome or other of theſe Vices are 
ics generally ar the bottom; for tho chey may nor 
ens be alike the Motives in all who incur the Guilt 
ow We this Sin, yet 5 are commonly the firſt 
ts Springs; and while better-minded Men are fo 

ag- Wealily drawn in by the cunning Inſinuations of 
ing others who are more wicked, and ſo raſhly join 
;ta- with them in carrying on their evil Purpoſes, 
are ¶ they muſt partake with them of the Sin; and 
ty⸗ tho they may be 1 of the wicked Mo- 

no Wives of their Leaders, yet they maſt expect to 


zeir Wilare with them in their Guilt. 
tue Indeed the general Pretence for this murmur- 
ap- Wig Humour, is from other and better Cauſes: 
out I Concern for the Publick Good, and ſometimes 
ote I Zeal for the Church, is made the Plea for it. 
Inu it is ſurely a very uncouth way of ſhowin 
ery our Concern for the Publick, by being bad Sub- 
rea- Pects; or our Zeal for the Church, by being bad 
| _ Chriſtians, 
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Chriſtians. What! ſhall we act or ſpeak mic ed. 
for God? Shall we pretend to vindicate our 
Church by Methods ſo directly oppoſite to the 
Principles of our Religion? Men may call this 
by what name they pleaſe, they may poſſibly 
fancy it to be Zeal; but if it be ſo, it has ſo Þ 
large a mixture of the foremention'd Vices, that 
it is hard to diſtinguiſh it from them. | 
But be the Motives what they will, this mur- W 
muring is certainly a very heinous Sin, eſpeci- 
ally =; 4 it n againſt the Supreme Go- | 
vernour; it is flying in the Face of God's Pro- 
vidence, by whom Kings reign: and indeed 
the Scripture has ſtrictly guarded the Perſons of | 
Kings and Princes from all Inſults of this kind; 
where we are commanded not to curſe the Ring, 
no, not in our Hearts: And he is declar'd in the 
New Teſtament to be the Ordinance of God. | 
Indeed human Laws have, with a great deal of 
Juſtice, gone a good way toward defending Prin- 
ces from any open Injury ; but the Laws of God | 
go further, and forbid all evil Surmiſes, and ſpite- 
ful Reflections upon their Perſon or Character, 
under what Diſguiſes ſoever they are utter'd; 
they reach even to the very Thoughts of the 
Heart: and therefore we are commanded to obey | 
| not only for Wrath, but for Conſcience ſake , 4 
f Doctrine very little regarded by ſuch factious 
| and uneaſy Spirits, who are ready to repay | 
every little Diſobligation (or what they are 
pleas'd to think ſo) with the moſt unworthy | 
Reflections; and think it a ſufficient occaſion | 
of Complaint againſt their . , | 
| * ing 4 
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or in ſuch a way as they think beſt, 1 

1 But our Religion goes further yet, and de- 
mands our Submiſſion, not only to the King as 
Ml Supreme, but to thoſe alſo who are put in Aut ho- 
ni ander him. The Prince cannot do all that 


0 Y is nece ary for the Publick Good in his own 
7 Þ Perſon, and therefore he is oblig'd to intruſt 

the Adminiſtration with others; if they abuſe 
cis Truſt, they are accountable by the Laws of 


canvaſſing their Actions, and condemning them 
at random, is want of Decency as well as 
Duty, and caſts a Reproach and Diſhonour up- 


on the Prince himſelf; This unchriſtian Spirit 


sd contrary to all the Rules of our Religion, 
aud is moſt heartily condemn'd by the Doctrine 
of the Church of England; which I can't but 
obſerve, to the ſhame of thoſe who take this 
dacred Name in their Mouths, while they act in 
1 fuch open contradiction to her Injunctions. 
34), The Evil of this murmuring Humour wil 
| appear very great too from its ill Effects, and 
the Miſchiefs that flow from it, which indeed 
re endleſs. It is miſchieyous to our ſelves in 
this World, and in that which is to come: In 
this World, as it robs us of that Comfort and 
datisfaction that we might otherwiſe enjoy in 
our Condition: for while we are thus uneaſy, 
either at the publick State of Affairs, or at our 
own private 8 - while we ſtudy ro find 
out Matter for Complaint, we loſe the Reliſh 
even of thoſe Mercies that we might enjoy i 
| 1 
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things are not manag'd juſt by ſuch Perſons, 


our Land: but for private Men to be always - 


18 ASERMON preachd at 
it ſpoils all the Comforts of this Life, and in 
the other World expoſes us to the Wrath of 
God, and to that dreadful Vengeance which he 
has threatned as the Puniſhment of it. But the 
Miſchiefs of this Sin to the Publick, are what I 
would now chiefly offer to your conſideration. 
We have ſeen the ill Effects of it more than 
once, and I might give you a fad View of it, 


by looking back to the Caſe of that excellent } 


Prince, King Charles the Firſt. Thoſe monſtrous 
Rebels began with murmuring at his Govern- | 
ment, and raiſing Jealouſies and Heart-burnings | 
in the Minds of his People: it was their hell; b 
Policy to blacken the Oharacter of their King, 
to aggravate every little Miſcarriage, and to cry 
out of dangerous Deſigns, which had no other 
foundation, but in their own malicious Inventi- 
ons. By this means they, by degrees, alienated 
the Peoples Minds from him; which at laſt 
brought on that direful Tragedy which is not to 
be thought on without Horror; the Guilt of 
which does ſtill, I fear, lie heavy upon this Nation. 

I would not ſuggeſt, that any Deſigns like | 
this are in view by the Malecontents among 
us, I truſt none are arriv'd to ſuch a degree 
of Wickedneſs; nor indeed was it at firſt, per- 
haps, in the Intention of many of thoſe who } 
were engag d in the horrid Sin that I have men- 
tion'd : but alas! fuch Practices reach further 
than we intend them, and when once Men 

ive themſelves a liberty to find fault with their 
Jovernours, and to murmur againſt their Ad. 
miniſtration, they don't know where HOY 

| rs ſtop. | 
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ftop. The common People are eaſily incens d 
againſt their Superiours, and are very apt to en- 
tertain Jealouſies; ſo that every undutiful Re- 
flection that drops from us, may do a great 
deal more Miſchief than we intended: It may 
ſpread further than we imagin'd, and *tis great 


odds if it does not improve in its Paſſage. We 


have in ſome meaſure felt the Miſchief of it al- 
ready, in thoſe ſhameful Riots and Diſturban- 
ces that we hear of (I bleſs God I am able to ſay, 
that we have only heard of them in this Place) 
which we have reaſon to believe were fomented 


by our common Enemy, and which we find 


have encourag'd him to think it a proper time 


to aſſault us. Lhope no ſuch thing is intended 


by many among us; however, it ſhou'd be a 


Caution to all conſiderate Men, to beware of 


infuſing Jealouſies and Diſcontents into the 
Minds of the common People; for we don't 
know to what degrees they may work, nor how 
caſily they may involve both them and our ſelves 
in the common Ruin. I can't inlarge upon 
theſe things, bur I would intreat your Patience, 
while J offer a Conſideration or two more to 
diſſuade you from this evil Practice. 

The x/ ſhall be by putting you in mind of 
the Happineſs that we do at preſent enjoy. 


And the 24, by giving you a nearer View of 


the Danger that this unhappy Temper threatens 


us with at preſent. 


1ſt, Then, It is very ſtrange that there ſhould | 
be occaſion to remind Men of the Happineſs 


they live under, and which they daily expe- 


2 rience ; 
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(thro I know not what Scruples) 


rience; it argues a very thoughtleſs and un- 
grateful Temper to be inſenſible of it. 
Me live under a Government, the Envy and 
the Admiration of the whole Earth; under a 
Government, free from offering any Hardſhips 
to the meaneſt of irs Subjects; in which — 
Prince's Honour and the Peoples Rights are as 
inviolably ſecur'd, as they can be by any hu: 
man Conſtitution. | Tug RET 
We have a Ly eſtabliſh'd among us, the 


Glory and Bulwark of the Reformation; and 


thoſe who are ſo unhappy as to ſeparate from it 

have yet free 
Liberty of Conſcience, an Indulgence not to be 
envy'd by us; *tis to the Glo! 


Principles. 


While then we enjoy our Holy Religion, and 


all our lawful Liberties and Properties under a 
mild and well-order'd Government; whence is 
it that we hear ſo much complaining in our 
Streets ? What mean theſe ungrateful Murmur- 


4 ings and Diſcontents? What is it that gives us 
1} {ach Uneaſineſs? Are there any Incroachments 


upon any of our Privileges to complain of? 
Are any of our Liberties invaded? Can we de- 


ſire greater Aſſurances than we have had from 


the Throne, of his Majeſty's ſtedfaſt Reſolution 


to continue theſe Advantages to us, and to de- 


fend and maintain all our Rights and Properties, 


both in our Religious and Civil Concerns? We 
haye had his ſolemn and repeated Promiſes to 


protect and countenance the Eſtabliſh'd Church; 


— — 


of the Church 
of England that ſhe diſclaims all perſecuting 


And 
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and what is there done to create our Diſtruſt or 
Jealouſy? Alas! *tis an Enemy has done this; 
and what is meant by theſe baſe Suggeſtions, is 
not difficult to gueſs. There are, we know too 
well, many profels'd Enemies to our Gracious 
King, from whom we are always to expect ſuch 
utifices; and we ſhould be ſo wiſe as to be pre- 
par d for them, and remember from whom they 
come; from ſuch as hate him, becauſe he is a 
Proteſtant, becauſe he is an irreconcilable Ene- 
ny to Popery ; which is our Happineſs, and 
hat ought to be Matter for our Thankſgiving. 
WGreat Pains, we know, have been taken to raiſe 
lens Paſſions, and to exaſperate them againſt 
be Government, with Views, no doubt, to pre- 
re them for worſe Deſigns ; which God avert. 
But this leads me to another Conſideration, 
ad that is, the Dangers that theſe Murmurings 
ud Diſcontents do at preſent more eſpecially 
breaten us with, My Text offers to our View 
e Judgments of God that are likely to attend 
his Sin, by putting us in mind of the Ven- 
cance that was inflicted upon the T/raelztes for 
lis very Fault: and nothing ſurely can be more 
rovoking to God, than ſuch an ungrateful 
emper, inſenſible of his Mercies, and repin- 
under the greateſt Inſtances of his Good; 
s; as was the Caſe of Iſrael, and is too much 
ar own. | 
It is indeed a juſt Judgment of God to de- 
ye Men of ſuch Bleſſings, as they don't 
ow how to value; ſo that if we go on thus 
deſpiſe the Goodneſs of God to us, what can 
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we expect, bur that he ſhould be provok'd a 


ſtead of the glorious Liberties we enjoy, del. 
ver us up to Tyranny and Oppreflion ? 


bur obſerve further what a natural TendencyM 


or Attempts of this kind: but yet this unhap4 
py Humour, that is gone out among us, forcbodes 


[ 

1 

As lightly as we eſteem the Bleſſings we live uni ; 
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laſt to remove our Candleſtick from us, and in 


But however God may deal with us, I cad 


our Sins (this Sin eſpecially that I have been 
warning againſt) has to draw ſuch a Judgment 
upon us. n 
We have at this very time a Pꝛetender to the 
Throne of theſe Kingdoms, one who ſtiles him. 
ſelf our King, and ws declares his Reſolution] 
to take the firſt Opportunity to attempt the 
Crown. I truſt that God, who has ſo often p. 
pear'd in our Defence, will defeat any Deſigns 


no Good; I pray God prevent the Evil of it. 
ls it poſſible for Engliſhmen, for Proteſtanisi 
to think of ſuch a Change without Horror 


der, can we be content to exchange them fo 

Popery and Slavery? And can we be ſo valh 

after fo frequent Experience, to expect betta 
from a Popyſh Prince, bred up in Fance, und 
the Protection and Influence of one not only Y 
arbitrary Power, but who has always us d it ii ” 
opprels and perſecute the Proteſtant Religion l. 
Our own Times, methinks, ſhould ſufficienti p 
warn us what we are to expect from a Pop" : 
King; and we may yet ſee a lively Repreſent! 
tion of it, in the miſerable State of Proteſtant 


abroad, whoſe misfortune it is to live wy 
RE | U 
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43 uch a Government. This is the Danger we 
| ir are threaten'd with; this muſt be the real Aim 
geh, of thoſe who have taken ſuch Pains to ſow | 
E theſe Diſcontents among us. I doubt not but 
© many are unwarily betray'd into this unhappy 


anti 
— Humour, without conſidering the Miſchief that 
on {if tends to. In truth, tis hard to believe that 
neu there ſhould be many among us, who can be 
ſo wicked aäd ſenſleſs, as to intend fo much 
then Miſery to their Country: bur let them mean 
bim. what they will, 'tis certain, that while they allow 
ron themſelves in this indecent Liberty of murmur- 


the ing againſt their Governours, and finding fault 
vith their Adminiſtration, and thereby infuſing 


ap-. 
. . Jealouſies among the People, they take the 
dap. moſt effectual Courſe to ſerve the Common Ene- 


ode my, and to bring this Judgment upon us. 
it. Iſhall add no more, bur that we would be 
au perſuaded, in our ſeveral Stations, to ſhow our 
ror Duty ro rhe King, and our Zeal for our Reli- 
eu. gion, by avoiding theſe unchriſtian Practices 
four felves, and diſcountenancing them in others, 
van Let us do what we can to ſtrengthen the Hands 
cM of our Sovereign and his Council, by uſing our 
inde} Endeayours ro ſupport their Honour and Au- 
ily ol thority : and let us always remember, that the 
it u latereſt of theſe Kingdoms is ſo cloſely link'd 
oo with that of our preſent King, that they mult 
ent tand or fall together; the making him a happy 
opilif Prince, is the only Means, under God, to make 
Pte: hb lelyes a happy People. In order therefore 
{and} to leave it upon your Minds with greater Au- 
und thority, I ſhall rake the liberty to conclude with 
ET | | 6 f | the 
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ix the Advice of a worthy Prelate of our Church 
if the preſent Archbiſhop of Tork, © firmly and 
| F „ © affectionately to adhere to thei 
N ermon oh the P ft 5 | | | 
| gth of Nov. roteſtant Succeſſion, as by Lay 
18 at Cambridg, © Eſtabliſtd 2 whoever does not 
18 3 <« this, let him go under what Pro- 

1 © feſſion or Denomination he will, is a certain 


„ Enemy both to our Church and State, and 
e {ets open a Door, as far as he is able, for Po- 
4 pery and Arbitrary Power to enter in at.“ 


God Almighty give us all Grace and Wiſdon 
to ſee theſe things, and to att accordingly; and 
may he, who alone maketh Men to be of one Mind 
in a Houſe, compoſe our unhappy Differences, and 
heal our Breaches ; that we may all, with one Heart 
and one Voice, glorify God for all his Bleſſings, en- 
deavour to walk worthy of them, and pray earneſth 
for their Continuance. And to this end, let u 
pray, that God would bleſs our KING with along 
and happy Reign over us; that he would direct his 
Councils, and proſper all his Endeavours for the 
public Good; and that we and all his Subjects, 
duly conſidering whoſe Authority he hath, may obey 
him chearfully and willingly for Conſcience-ſake: 
and after a long and happy Reign upon Earth, over 
4 quiet and obedient People, that God would crown 
him with Glory and Immortality in the Ringdom of 
Heaven. Amen. 


FINIS. 
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